[Detection of respiratory viruses--how, when, where and why?].
Respiratory viruses trigger the majority of common colds, acute respiratory illnesses in children during the cold season as well as acute exacerbations of asthma and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. They also play a role in community acquired pneumonia. Unfortunately their detection is still difficult. The aim of this review is therefore to introduce the methods of detection and to present the current knowledge of the clinical role of respiratory viruses in different diseases.